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1 THE 
Al of the Covering, 
| Spreadoverall NATIONS, 
Mbat it is q and how Removed. 

„ ir 
Diſcovery of that Mountain of Fat Things, 


fall of Marrow, and Mines on the Lees 
well Refined. : 


| Delivered on a Publick Day of Thankſgiving, 
June 23. 1653. | 


Is AIAH XXV. 6, 7, Cc. 


In this Mountain ſhall the Lord of Hoſts make 

1 znto ill People a Feaſt of fat things, a Feaft 

of Wines on the Lees, of fat things full of 

' Marrow, of Wines on the Lees well refined. 

And he will deſtroy in this Mountain the face 

of the Covering caſt over all People, and the 
Vail that is ſpread over all Nations, &c. 


"HE Prophet in the former Part of 
the Chapter, having ſeen and taken 
notice of thoſe wonderful Works 
wrought by Jeſus Chriſt, both in his Judg- 
3 - ments 


: FALLS 


0 | 
ments and Mercies, he breaks out into won- ' 
derful Praiſe, Rejoycing, and Admiration of 
his wonderful Works, and of his Counſels of | 
Old, O Lord, thou art my God, I will exalt thee, | 
I will praiſe thy Name, for thou haſt done wonder- 
ful Things, thy Counſels of Old are Faithfulneſs and 
Truth; ln which he gives thanks, as in the | 
Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, or as a Member of him, 
and expreſſeth the deep and wonder ful things 
which have been wrought only and alone by ! |, 
Him. From whence we may take notice, that | | 
the Songs and Praiſes of all Saints, are only ? | 
and alone to magnihe and lift up Jeſus Chriſt: , 
In his Temple every one ſpeaks of his Glory , they * 
have nothing to ſay in praiſe of Man, of the 
Power of Man, Wiſdom of Man, or the Glory 
of Man, of the Faithfulneſs of Man, of the |} « 
| Counſels of Man, but of the Lord alone. r 
| They are not telling forth what they have ; 
done to bring Glory to themſelves, or to ſet ] 
L 
] 
E 
a 
h 
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up their Wiſdom, or Power, or Parts, or any 
thing in them; of their Righteouſneſs, of their 
Holineſs, of their Love, of their Joy, of their 
Peace, or any thing of this Nature; as the 
Scribes and Phariſees, I am not ſo an i ſo, and Ido 
thus and thus, thereby to magnifie themſelves, ; 
or to make others think highly of them; no, f 
dut their Songs and their Praiſe is alone to h 
exalt Jeſus Chriſt, and to tell of his Doings, of a 
his Counſels, of his Faithfulneſs and Truth, of 5 
his Mercies and loving Kindneſs, of his Righ-| } 
teouſneſs and Judgments ; This is their Glory, . 
aad this 1s their Song. | Ja 
In the Second Verſe, you may ſee how be I 
ſets out the Spoils and the Ruins that Jeſus R 
Chrilt hath made, Great and glorious Cities made 
| Heaps; 


| Heaps ; of a defenſed City a Ruine. That ſtrong Gen. 11. 


City Babel, built up by the Power and Wiſdom 
of Man, for his Protection and Defence, which 
he would raiſe up to Heaven, to prevent De- 
ſtruction hereafter, that the Deluge of Wrath 


may not ſwallow him up: The Soul haviag 
ſeen the Almighty Power of Jeſus Chriſt, ruia- 
ing, and bringing down this Tower, and this 


BAB E L in himſelf, and making all this 
Work, Power, Wiſdom, Providence of Man, 
of Self and Fleſh to be made Babel, Confuſton. 
Here now, the Saints give all the Glory to Je- 
' ſus Chriſt alone; Maa finds that he was railing 
a Temple, ſetting up 2 Worſhip of his own de- 
viſing; for what End? That he may ſecure 
1 himſelf, provide for himſelf, deliver himſelf 


from Wrath, from Hell, from the overflowing 
Scourge, from the devouring Flood; he 18. 28.16. 
thought himſelf ro be wonderful in working, 


and glorying in his own Devices, in his own 
1 Religion, in his own Forms, and thereby 
thought this Tower would ſecure him, no De- 
7 luge could reach him, he was above all Dan- 
ger; as Paul, he was marching on confidently 
and boldly in his own Uprightneſs, and thought Acts 9. & 
he acted all things according to the Rule. Now © 26. 9. 
in the height of all his Pride and Confidence, je- 
ſus Chriſt brings him down, ſmites him from 
his Horſe; he had built a City (as it were) Pla-49-11 
and called it by his own Name, magnified his own 
Strictneſs, his own Holineſs, and ſaid as Ne- Dan. 4.30. 


buchadnezzar, Is not this great Babel that I have 
builded? Now the Soul ſecing all this to be 


Ja Lye, to be Confuſion, and a Deceit, and a 


| Deluſion, and all turned by Jeſus Chriſt into zt. 24.2 
Ruin and Coafuſion in his own Soul, and not 


4 4 Sone 
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Tia. 25. 2. 


Luke 21. 
6. 

Ezek. 21. 
= 


Matt. 16. 
22+ 


Iſa. 28. 15. 


> 


Fer, 6.14. 


* 


a Stone left upon a Stone which is not thrown down | 
This the Soul comes to ſee is alone the Work 
of Chriſt ; that he hath made, of a glorious City | 
an Heap; of à defenced City a ruinous Place | 
of Strangers: and this to be no City, and ſhall 


never be built again. When once Jeſus Chriſt ; 
pulls down Babel in us, it ſhall never be built 
again: He hath laid it all flat to the Ground. 
All of Man's ſetting up mult be utterly rnined | 
no Part of that Building ſet up upon the Ruins 
of Man's Power, Wiſdom, Strength, Parts, 
will Chriſt make any uſe of for his Kingdom, 
but all muſt be ruined, laid flat to the Ground, 
and he will not leave a Stone upon a Stone, The 
Wotkot Chriſt is an overthrowing, overturn- 
ing, gverturning Work; the Work of Chriſt : 
is to flay ſtrip and undo Men; to ſtrip them 
of all Conceit of themſelves, to lay them flat to 
the Earth, to equal and level them with the 
worſt of Men. The Work of the Devil is to 
build vp Man in his own Wiſdom, in his own | 
Strength, to make him ſomething; to cry Peace 


Peace to him, when there is no Peace; to put 


Wrath far. away, and to tell him he is thus' 
and thus, he hath ſuch Love and Charity, and 
Meckueſs, and Conformity to the Will of 


Chriſt, and therefore fear not, none of all thoſe | 


things ſhall happen to thee. When indeed this 
is noching but the Work and Wiſdom of the 
15 Devil in Man: to make him ſecure, and put they 

Evil Day far from him, and thereby hath made 


. 


4 Covenant with Death and Hell; and of all Men 


he ſhall be preſerved from Ruin: Why? he is, 
a Holy Man, he hath ſubmitted to Ordinances, 
he is under the pureſt Forms, moſt agreeable 
yo the Will and Mind of Chriſt. Whenas all 
A: 04" 3-7-1 4 © FW 2: 3 SEE EPIC 5 9 5 10 


(7 
this may be nothing but the Work of the De- 
vil in Man, meerly to delude him, and to keep 
„ | away Guilt, that he may not ſee the bottom- 
5 leſs Gulf of Sin, and Deluſion that is in his 
11 own Heart. 3 3 
hut when once eſus Chriſt hath thus decla- 
1, Fred his Power in this Soul, and brought forth 
his Eternal Counſels in it, then he comes to 
J. | ſee that all this is done in Faithfulneſs, and 
loving Kindneſs, and in tender Compaſſion ; Hof. 12.1. | 
then he comes to ſee that he was deluded, and Ila. 25. 4. 
fed himſelf with Lyes, with Wind and Vanity, | 
3_ and that the way to ſafety was not to build 

up this Babel, but to bring it into Confuſion : 
For, ſaith he, in the Fourth Verſe, Thou haſt 
been a ſtrength to the poor and needy in their diſtreſs, 
4 Refuge from the Storm, a Shadow from the Heat. 
So that you ſee the Matter of Saints Praiſes is 

only to magnifie and ſet up, and exalt and 
make Chriſt great and wonderful. They can- 
not ſay any thing of themſelves, or of Men; 
for they ſee them to be nothing but Sin, and 
the Fountain of Miſery, Deſolation and De- 
ſtruction, even the very, beſt, the higheſt, the 
holieſt in their own Eſteem. And ſo he goes 
of on, Thou ſhalt bring down the Noiſe of the Stran- Ver. «, 
ſe gers, GC. the branch end the terrible ones ſhall be 
lis brought low. And all this is but to ſhew forth 
what further Work Chriſt makes, how he goes 
on making more Havock in Satan's Building; 
4% Man's Work, or the Work of Satan in him, 
en is to ſet up and exalt the Wiſdom of Man, 
is and Power and Holineſs of Man, and to flight 
s, and debaſe the Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Power 
le ok God, all this is Fooliſhneſs; but his own 
is Wiſdom indeed, and Holineſs indeed: Now 

Py 47 T7 the 


"TO! | 
the work of Chriſt is to pull down theſe ſtrong 
2 Cor. 10. h Ids and high imaginations: Babel muſt he con-; 
4 founded, and Bethel muſt be erected : Chriſt will 7 
Himſelf ſer up his own Temple, his own Houſe, 
his own Kiudom, and will bring Man to fee that 
Nite. he is nothing but Want and Miſery, Emptineſs 
aud Contuſion, Sin and Death, Hell and Con- 
demnation: And that Jeſus Chriſt alone is 
Fulneſs, Riches, Life, Light, Glory, and all! 
that can be named or eſteemed Good, and 
Mn is nothing but what may be named and 
| eſtcemed Evil: And this is certainly the work 
1 that Chriſt makes ig every Soul where-ever He 
| enters: And Chriſt brings the Soul really to 
[ ſee, all this true ia ir ſelf, all done and afted | 
in Man: That this Babel. and this Antichriſt? 
| is ſec up in him; and alſo, that the Power and 
| Wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt hath ruined and de- 
ſtroyed them in him; and that this can be no 
other, but the work of Chriſt, Conquering, : 
Jude v. 3. and bringing all things, even every thought, into þ 
Lleljection in him, and he gives him the ſole 
Praiſe and Glory of theſe mighty works in 
him: Why? For he knows he had no hand in 
it himſelf: He could not Believe of himſelf, " 
Repent of himſelf: Never would the Strong | 
Luke 11. fan bind himſelf, Ruin himſelf, but when 16 
22. ſtronger then he comes, then he is diſarm'd, and 
never before: And thus he ſees himſelf deli- 
vered from Bondage, ſet free trom the Devils 
Chains, brought out of Babylon; and that 
Chriſt alone is all in all, he is all Fulueſs aud no 
Emptineſs, all Riches and no want, all Wiſ- 
dom and no Folly, all Righteouſneſs and no 
Impurity at all: But concrary, himſelf to be 
porhing but Emptigeſs and Nothinzaeßs, Fa | 
neſs, 
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| neſs, Miſery, Folly, Madneſs; folly 4 mad- Eccl, 9. 3 
1 neſs is in his Heart while he lives. Js afterward 
il goes down into the Pit: While Men thus build 
e, up themſelves, and have theſe high opinions 
at of themſelves, they are in the Pit, in Darkneſs, 
fin Miſery, in Bondage; but they ſee it not, 
1-Ftill at length they fall down and ſink into it. 
18 for Ever. 
14 But where Chriſt appears in Mercy, there he 
d brings down the noiſe of Strangers, all this in 
.d Man, and of Man, is but the noiſe of Strangers, 
K tho Ma have a high opinion of himſelf, and glo- 
Je ries in theſe Conceits, and thinks himſelf i in the 
to King's favour, and it any ſhall be Saved he ſhall, 
d and ſo bleſſeth himſelf * all is well, and no 
{> Wrath, nor no Devil, nor no Hell, hall come 
xd | near him; yer, alas, this is but the noiſe and 
e- the voice of Strangers, which muſt be brought 
108 down, Chriſt cannot own this Voice (for tis 
g, | the F.ice of Strangers) but will bring it down 
to TO Hel, and to the ſides of the Pit, for all this Ifa. 14.15. 
le Language! is nothing elſe but the Language of 
in Death, and the Language of Babel, the Lan- 
in guage of the Devil, and the Language of Con- 
If, fulion: All this is but the branches of the Terrible Ibid. 25.5. 
8 ones; the branch which hath enlarged and 
1 ſpread it ſelf over the whole Earth; Every one pl. 1 45, 
id 40 is gone aſtray, and there is none that heb good, no 
i- not one, And all the Imagination of Man's Heart Gen. 6. 5. 
ils i Evil, and only Evil continnally : Not a Man 
at upon the face of the whole Earth, but this 
10 | branch hath ſpread it ſelf over him, and he fits 
iſ- under the ſhadow of it; he hath ſomething of 12+ 3% 3. 
no Man to ſhrond and cover himſelf withal, The 
be the branch of the Terrible one, that Jeſus Chriſt 
k-| will cut down, Man's Holigeſs bears great 
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Iſai. 24. 


ſmall come to paſs after the accompliſhment of 


Note. 


Jer. 31.23. 
Ia. 33.6. 


Ibid. 12. 3. gain will the Lord of Hiſt s male a Feaſt of al 
Rev. 2. 17. hing, full of Marrow, and Wine on the Lees well 


Walls of Jerico. 


preſentation of Jeſus Chriſt: All Types, all} 


CWwy 
ſway, and who dare ſpeak againſt it? It's hight 
and lifted up, and reacheth to Heaven, yet 
the Power and Faithfulneſs of Chriſt ſhall} 
bring ic low, it ſhall fall and never riſe again, 
and the Tranſgreſſion thereof ſhall be heavy upon it. 
And Curſed be he chat Buildeth again they 


> | 


And then he comes to the Verſes read, what 


all theſe things, / this Mauntain ſhall the Lord of 
Hoſts make unto all People a Feaft of fat things, &c. 
He ſpake not of any Mouutain before, but of 
a Branch, and he preſently changeth the me- 


1 
7 


< 


2nd eren 


7 


taphor, and ſpeaks of a Mountain. It ſhews 
us thus much (by the way) that there is not 
any one thing iu the World, but it holds forth} 


Jeſus Chriſt : All the whole Creation is a re- 


Metaphors are teſemblances of him. 

In this Mountain: Mountains are things of? 
the greateſt Strength, moſt Stable, moſt. Im- 
moveable, molt Durable: And he is in Scrip- 
ture often call'd, The Mountain of Strength, The 
Mountain of Holineſs, The ſtrength of Salvation, 
and the Mountain of his Glory No Man ever! 
comes 1ato the Mountain of Strength, nor into 
the Mountain of Glory, nor of Holineſs, nor! 
| 


of Salvation, till they come to Jeſus Chriſt : 
Strength and Glory, and Riches and Power, 
and Righteouſneſs and Peace is only to be had 
in him, and no where elſe, only In this Moun- 
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refined: in him only can we drink out of the Mell 
of Salvation, and eat of the hidden Mauna, S0 
that theſe words contain 3 further making oui 


bay 
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n) ; 
25 of the Excellency and Glory of jeſus Chriſt, 
unto miſerable and undone Man: If once Man 
ail come to be thus loſt, undone, and brought 
in, gon in bimſclr, then will Jeſus Chriſt make 
nim a Feaſt of fat things; if once his Peace be 
ne loſt, his Righteouſneſs loſt, his Joy loſt, his 
Help loſt, his Strength loſt, then will Jeſus 
at Chriſt be all theſe unto him, he will make out 
of a Peace for him, a Righteouſneſs for him, a 
45 Glory for him; he will be to him, a Feaſt of 
of far this g full of Marrow, and Wine on the Lees 
| well refined. 
18 And ſo, as he ſaith in the next verſe, I will 
* deſtroy in this Mountain, the face of the Covering 
| caſt over all People, and the Vail that is ſpread 
over all Nations. That is, Man's opinion of his 
; own Goodneſs, his ſeemiag Righteouſneſs, 
which was as a Coveriug, as a Vail, that Man 
could not ſee himſelf Miſerable and under 
2 Wrath, and Hel} and Darkneſs: This is the 
n- covering; every Man naturally hath an opini- 
pon of his own Goodneſs, he hath ſomething or 
e other to cover himſelf withal z but ſome have 
"1 finer, and (as they conceive) richer coverings 
then others, they think they have more Holi- 
o neſs, and more Repentance, and more Love, 
and more good Works: and theſe are by ſo 
much the worſe, theſe are at a farther diſtance | 
from the Kinzdom of Heaven: And Publicans Mat. 21. 
and Harlots, and the vileſt Sinners, ſhall go into 31. 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and they themſelves (that 
have ſo much Holineſs) ſhall be ſbut out: Here 
el no The vail of the Temple muſt be rent, from the Luke 23. 
7 rop to the bottom, the Rock of their Righteouſ- 45, 
2A neſs muſt be rent, their ſhame muſt be laid 
ut Ppen, That they have done in the ſteret 2 Ibid. 12.3 
9 | 


41. 25. 8. 


Sorrow, and the rebuke of their Sins, all Guilt, 


nothing left of that nature, and this is that R 


and this 1s the Souls Sabbath and reſting day, 


(12) 
of their own * muſt nom be proclaimed wip| 
on the houſe top, they cannot conceal ir, the co- 
vering is removed : Now they come to ſee 
that Jeſus Chriſt is only the Rack of their Righre- 
ouſneſs, and that they have none at all, all 
other Rocks, all other Righteouſneſſes mult 
be Rent, that ſo their Want, their Miſery, | 
their Condemnation, their Hell, their Horror, 
their Darkneſs and Deluſion, may be diſco- 
vered: And if Men be once brought to chis, | 
to be content to be Miſerable (as indeed all 
Mankind is by reaſon of the Fall) to be content 
to ſee themſelves Undone, to be ſhut up under 
the Wrath of God, Condemaation ſcaled upon 
them, and the Pic to have ſhut her mouth upon 
chem; having once thus loſt all their Power, 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, then all Death, Hell 
and Darkueſs ſhall be ſwallowed up in the 
Death of Chriſt: Then he will, as it is in the 
eigbth verſe, Swallow up Death in Victory, and 
the Lord God ſpal wipe away all Tears from all | 
Faces: lu this Mountain he will cake away all | 


* 


all Condemnation, all Bonds, all Captivity, 
all ſtrong Holds, all Chains, all Death, all | 
Fears, Griefs, Terrors, and all things of that 
Nature : This Rock, this Mountain will ſwal-| 
low up all, and fo rake away the rebuke of his 
People. 

| When a Man is brought into this Moun- 
rain, he ſhall be thus fed with far things and 
wine an the lees, and all Tears waſhed away, 
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e 
day of the Lord, this is the Lord's reſting day, 


When all Rebukes, all Frowns, all Griefs are h 
remo- * 


— ͤ— . ˙ 


(13) 


enbved: All other Sabbaths and Reſts ex- 


ernal, are but Figures and tepreſentations of 
this true Reſt. And then it follows in the A 
1ath verſe, And it ſhall be ſaid in that day, Iſai. 25.9, | 
Lo, this is our God, we have waited for him, 4 


this is the Lord, we have waited for him, he will 
ſave us, and we will be glad and reppyce in his Sal- 
vation, for in this mountain ſhall the hand of the 


Lord reſt, &c. When Chriſt hath thus appear- 


ed to che deſtruction of all things in Man, and 
[hath brought him out of himſelf, and hath * 


ruined all his Strength, Righteouſneſs, Wit- 
dom, Cc. Then Chriſt will be all, in all to 
him, then will he feaſt him in this Mountain; 
and the Soul ſeeing all theſe things accompli- 
ſhed in it ſelf, then it cannot chuſe but Re- 
joyce, Triumph and Sing; even the Song of 
Moſes and the Lamb, This is our God that we have 
waited for: This is the Lord, in him alone is 


Power, and Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, lo- 1 
ving Kindneſſes and tender Mercies, Thon 91 11. 
Lord only art worthy to receive honour, and glory, | 
and power, chou alone art our Strength, and 
Jour Salvation; all their happineſs is concen- 


tred in this One God, and they have no God 


but him, no Saviour but him; they have but 


One God, and one Faith, and one Baptiſm, One 22 4.4, 
Body, one Spirit, one Hope; One Lord, one God 55 
and father of all, who 1s above all, and through all, 
and in all. They rejoyce in this, that they ſee 
themſelves made nothing, that they are empti- 
ed of themſelves, of their Power, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs : They now Rejoyce, Triumph | 
and Sing, becauſe the wail of the covering of all 


{| 


Nations is removed, in their Hearts: That their 
gh Thoughts are "EO down, that their 


Wife 


TT ͤ ͤ 
Wiſdom is made Folly, chat their opinion of 
their own Glory, of their own Somethingneſs, | 
of their own Holineſs is removed, and Chriſt t 
alone is He in whom they enjoy all thiags. 
From hence ye may coaclude upon this 
Point. 
That Chriſt alone is the Saints ſtrong mountain, 
and their feaſt of all good things. He is only their 
mountain of Strength, he is their Joy and their 
il Song, he hath renc and deſtroyed the face of 
* the Covering which is upon all People; they 
. fee that none can remove this Covering, but / 
Chbriſt alone: And therefore he having done E 
5 this in them and for them, this rejoyceth 
& Pal 4.7. their Hearts far more than if he had increaſed $i 
'F their Corn, or their Wine, or their Ol: Here is 
i their Feaſt, here is their day of Thaakſgiving, Þ 
1 here is cheir Sabbath, which ſhall never end; 
here is their marrow and fatneſs, he is their 
Mine, and their fat things ful of marrow.; Hel 
is their Mountain, their Glory, their Rock, 
and all this they ſee is wrought in them by the 
Power only cf jeſus Chriſt. And this adds to 
their rejoycing, that they ſee they had no hand pt 
in it, they ſee that they did not chuſe him, | 
but he choſe them; that they inſtead of chu- #8 
fing him, ran away from him, oppoſed him, 
fought againſt him; and yet he fojjowed the m, 
and never left them 'till he had Conquered Þ 
them: And this now is their Joy, and their 
L Praiſe, and their Song; and nothiug in Heaven | 
| or Earth ſhall be Exalted or Mognihed by 
N them, but only Jeſs Chriſt, their ſtrong 
28 Mountain, their Feaſt of all good things. 
i Theſe Souls only come to ſee, that there is a 
Vail, and that this is the vail of the Covering ſpread) 
over | 


— 
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1 (15) 
of over all Nations ;, all thoſe, upon whom the 
Jail is, ſee not the Vail, but he only in whom 
tis rent, from whom it's removed: And all 
heir deſire is, that it may be removed from 
ie all People, that others may ſee that which he 
ees, and enjoy that which he enjoys, that 

in, Chriſt may be a Mountain to them as he is to 
ir him, a Rock to them as he is to him, a Feaſt 
eir $0 them as he is to him. And they can ſay 
of truly, and name this Mountain Jehovahjireth; 
ey pnly in the mount of the Lord, can this be ſeen : 
Abraham could not Sacrifice his Son *till he 
Came up into this Mount: Once come into this 
Mountain, then the Soul can part with all 
Shings for the love of Chriſt, nothing is ſo 
Wear as Chriſt. And this is the conclufion 
Frrought by the Spirit in Abraham : Fehovah- 
ireth, ſaith he, in the mount of the Lord it ſhall 
ir be ſeen: there is no ſeeing any of theſe things, 
Je hor there is no true Feaſting *rill we come into 
k, his Mount of the Lord. What was that go- 
he Ing up of Abrabam to the mount Mori ab think 
7ou ? In the truth of it, it was no other thing 
put this, his going up from himſelf, and ous 
pf himſelf, forſaking all things for this one 
thing, and coming up to this Mountain of the 
ord, where the Lord alone was all in all: Be- 
Joved, know this for Truth, there is no Wiſ⸗ 
gom, no Righteouſneſs, no Strength, Cc. 
ho-where elſe, but here, In the mount of the 
Lord it ſhall be ſeen, and no-where elſe ; There 
s no Self-denial, no true Repentance, no con- 
quer ing of the leaſt Sin, no true Peace, no Joy, 
ho Love, no Wiſdom but only in this Mount; 
Whatever Men pretend, that they are Wile, 
pr Holy, and the like, tis all but Deceit and a 


Delu- 


lief, but was ſtrong in Faith giving Glory to God. 


ſtrong Mountain "Jeſus Chriſt. He is that 


Tg C16 ) "_ 


Deluſion, till we come up to the Mount, *cill j 
this Vail be removed: We can never nd the 
 firong Man, we can never cut off our right Hands, 
or pull out our right Eyes till then; we can ne- 
ver forſake our ſelves, we can never deny our 
own Power, Wiſdom and Holineſs. 

Here now ts this Monatain of Strength, here 
it was that Abraham ſtaggered not through Vnbe- 


| 


Here he knew and was fully perſwaded that he 
that had promiſed was able to perform; that 
though Iſaac were Sacrificed, yet God was he 
who could quicken the Dead, and calleth 
things which are not as though they were. ſte 
Herein was Avraham the father of the Faithful, 
and Iſaac the ſeed of many Nations, and all the 
Faithful are his ſeed in this: And his going up 

to the Mountain, is no other but what is done 
by all the Faithful; that licteral Mountain, ſt 
was not the Truth, but only the figure of this þ 


Mountain ſpoken of J/ai. 2. 2. called there the 
Mountain of the Lord's Houſe, which ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed on the rop of the Mountains, and ſhall 


be exalted above the Hills, and all Nations ſhall Si 


flow unto it. Jeſus Chriſt is that Mountain, i 
who is unalterahle, unmovable, unchangeable, & 
never to be ſhaken, nor never to he removed; & 
and to be eſtabliſhed on the top of all Moun- 
tains, above all the Mountains of Man: The 
Mountains of Man's Wiſdom, of Man's Righ- 
teouſneſs, which were eſteemed (by Men) ne- 
ver ſo High, never ſo Strong, yet this Moun-ti 
tain ſhall overtop them all, and he eſtabliſned lo 
above all. Beloved, none come to know 
theſe things, but thoſe in whom they arele 

wrought, 


| TIF: 
ci Srought, in whom 
moved; Men may pretend to theſe things 
nd be very confident they enjoy them, when 
deed they are under the Covering to this 
ery Day. | 1 

This is that ſtone alſo that Daniel ſpeaks of, 


ut bands, which ſmote the Image, which was ſo 


ine Gold, his Breaſt and Arms of Silver, his 
Belly and Thighs of Braſs, his Legs of Iron, 
nd his Feet part Iron and part Clay. Now 
he ſtone cut out without Hands, ſmote this 


terrible Image, and it ſelf became a great ver. 25. 


ountain, and filled the whole Earth: However 
this may be applicable (as by ſome it is) to 
the outward Monarchies in the World, one 


Jucceeding and overcoming another: Yet, all 


he 

th 

9. 

ul, 

ne 

Pp 

ne 

n, thoſe things are but Figures of the Truth: 
is For thoſe things are not done without Hands: 
at But the Truth is done in Spirit: Whatever it 
ge is that Men ſet up to ſhelter themſelves under, 
# any Form, any Religion to defendithemſelves 
1 
ll 
17 
85 
; 
1 
E 
1» 
a 
* 
d 
* 


From the Wrath of God, from the Guilt of 


Pin, from ſeeing themſelves Odious, with all 
heir Righteouſneſs and Rags. All things of 


And fo Terrible, that no Man is able to break 
them to Pieces; *tis only The Stone cut out of the 
Mountain without hands, can bring them down, 


1-For break them to pieces. Theſe Images are 


divers, and of ſeveral Tempers and Condi- 
tions; ſome are of Clay; that is, ſome are of 
low rudiments, poor and mean things that 


hopes, 


7 
” 
j by 


the Vail of the Covering is 


rrible in the form thereof, his Head being of, 


that nature are Images, and are ſuch Images, 


TC Pan. 2. which was cut out bf che Mountain with- Dan. 2. 


Men ſet up and rely upon, and ſhelter them- | 
eſſſelves withal, their good meanings, and good: 


— 
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hapes, and the like; and theſe may be cliecmed 7 
but as the Feet of this Image: Others gꝗre 
higher, and they depend upon things of more 
worth and ſtrength, that ſeem to be made © y 
Iron, they cloath themſelves with moral Virtues&e, 
and put confidence in them: Aud theſe they thinkFh 
will defend and ſave them: But there are ſomaſth 
that go higher chan al] theſe, and they pretend tc 7 
cloath themſelves with the Garments of Jeſus 

Chriſt himſelf,and the Graces of the Spirit; and 
in theſe they Glory: And this gliſters like Gold p 
but it is not Gold; and they ſeem to have Faith. 
but have not Faith; and Love, but ' tis not Love b. 
and Patience, hut ' tis not Patiengg, &c. And they c 
are no other but Images and ols, upon whichv 

many Men (profeſſiag Religion, and under! 0 
the ſtricteſt Forms and Fellowſhips) rely, andi 
ſhelter themſelves under, and think theſe will® x 
defend aud protect them from Hell and De- iT 
ſtruction, and God's Wrath: Theſe things co- 1 
ver them, and cover the Wickedneſs of their 
Hearts, that they cannot ſee themſelves how® | 
vile they are, how infinitely wicked in the 


| | 19.30. 1. fight of God; theſe cover themſelves with a co- 


vering, but not with the Lord's Spirit: Wo be to 
all ſuch; for theſe poor Souls do moſt piti- 
fully and miſerably delude themſelves: Theſe, | 
inſtead of putting on the rich and glorious 
Robe of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, do cloath | 
themſelves with the ſtinking, loathſome, abo- 
minable and deviliſh Righteouſnefs of Man:“ 
Ay, and they prefer it before the excellency | 
of the Lord Jeſis Chriſt : And of theſe Chriſt 


| Mat, 21, himſelf ſaith, Verily, ſuch can never enter into 


14 3 
* 
1 
1 
„ N 
1 


the Ning don off Heaven, but Publicans and Har- 


| pe and the. vileſt of Sinners ſhall enter into the | 
FUP® | 


med 


Lord deal in fury, becauſe theſe wipe their, 


Bre dom, when they ſhall he ſhut out. For theſe 


re thoſe that have put the ſtumbling block of 
eir Iniquity before their face, as the Lord ſaid 


and will ſet his Face againſt them, and will make 


a Sign and a Proverb above all other, and will 
Put them off from the midſt of hu People Iſrael: 1 
will anſwer them according to the multitude of their 


Idols, ſays God, and will not be enquired of at all 


by them, for theſe are the Rebellious Houſe : Theſe 
commit the higheſt Abominations : Theſe ſet 
up their Poſts by the Lord's Poſts, and their 
E Threſholds by bis Threſhold; which is the higheſt 
Iniquity: Theſe have daubed up a Wall with 
untempered Morter; they are the Wall; and 
e- the Prophets that propheſie Peace to them, 
they are the daubers, and the ſowers of Pillows- 
under all Arm-holes, that pollute the Lord among 
his People for handfuls of Barly, and for pieces of 
Bread; that Slay the Souls that ſhould nat Die, and 
” ſave the Souls Alive that ſhould not Live, by their 
7 Lying to his People that hear and receive their 


ned the hands of the Wicked that he ſhould not re- and 1% 
turn from his wicked way, by promiſing and ſhewing Iſai. 29. 


him the true way to Life. Theſe are. thoſe of 15: 


the Houſe of Iſrael that have ſet up the Idols of 
Jealouſie in the Chambers of their Imagery, and 


dig. deep, and think to hide their Counſels from 
the Lord, and theſe are their Idols and their 
Gods they Worſhip, Serve, Rely upon, and 
Sacrifice to: Therefore with theſe will the 


2 mouths, 


y Exełiel; and have ſer up their Idols in their Eꝛek. 3. 

S eart, and yet come to enquire after the Lord; and 19. and 
bini heſe Men of all other will the Lord cat off; 14.4. G 
Sheſe Men the Lord will anſwer them by himſelf, 


Lies; having made the Righteous ſad, and ſtrength» Ibid. 8. 127 


at. 16. laid: Thou art Peter, upon this rock will I build 


— 


Ib. 2. 35. their high opinions of themſelves become like} 


IIai. 64.6. ſes, iſcovering them to be but Rags, and filthy + 


— ptr ent 2 — 


(20) Es: 
mouths, and pat the branch to their noſe, and 
leaſe themſelves in their own Idols, and with 
the Gods that their own hands have made. 
Now Men being thus confident in their ow 
Rizhteouſneſs, and thinking this Form, and 
that Duty, and their ſtrict walking, ſhall De 
liver and Protect them, and they reſting ſe4 
cure under this mighty Image, then comes the 
Stone cut out of the Mountain, and breaks in 
pieces this glorious Image: It falls upon all 
their Duties, upon all their Righteouſneſs, 
upon all their Towers, upon all their Idols, 
and cruſhes them all to Pieces, breaks in pieces 
that ſtately Image made of Iron and Clay, and! 
Braſs, and Silver, and Gold, and makes all! 


Q 
[ 
v 


the Chaff upon the ſummers threjhing Floor that's 
the wind carrieth away. And then they are 
brought to ſee, that all their Confidence was, 
but an Idol, an Image, a Lie, Vanity, Wind, 4 
Deluſion. And then, and never before, this, 
litile Stene becomes (in them) a great Mountain, 
and this fills the whole Earth; Man being once 
diſcovered to be, as he is, Vanity, a Lie, Babel, 0 


what not, With all his glorious Righteoufnef- | 


Rags; when Man is brought really and not in 
words only (for that is part of the Covering) 
to be nothing but Sin, Emptineſs, Nothing- 
neſs; theu is the work begun, the Foundation 


my Church; and the Foundation being thus laid, 
the gares of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt ix; The (þ 
other butidiag was but upon the Sand, and can- 
not withitand when rhe Kain falls and the Winds 4 
Fa ana I 


1 


= | 1d Storms blow, but the fall thereof will be great 


2 
ne pe exalted: All the Fathers drank of this Rock; 


es the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor, 10. 4. they were 
F '(þaptized unto Moſes, but they all eat the ſame ſpiri- 
ual meat, and all did drink of the ſame ſpiritual 
rink; for they drank of that ſpiritual rock that 
© Vollowed them, and that rock was Chriſt. 

* He is that unſpeakable Glory, Power, Ma- 
* zeſty, Eternity, &c. that can never be lifted up 
K enough, never able to be unfolded nor ſet forth 
by Men and Angels according to his Great- 


meſs, his Goodneſs, his Unchangeableneſs, his 
Glory, his Wiſdom and Infiniteneſs: He is the 
wonder of Ages, the brightneſs of his Fathers Glory, 
n and the expreſs Image of his Perſon : He it is that 


„ etaphors, Repreſentations, and yet all come 


© infinitely ſhort of him. He that once comes 


into this Mountain we have been ſpeaking of, 
he ſhall be fed with theſe fat things: There is 


NS nt when this work is brought about in the 
oul, that Man is laid low, made notning, 
mptied of himſelf: This is a foundation up- 

In which building, let the Rain fall, and the zjat 
inds blow, and the Storms beat, yet it ſhall ſtand, 25. 9 
ec auſe it is founded upon a Rick. This Rock is 
Daly and alone Jeſus Chriſt, that bleſſed eter- 

Sal Rock of Ages; upon whom all the Saints, 
from the Foundation of the World to its Con- 
ſummation, are founded and battomed, as upon 
Mount Sion, which {ſhall never be removed: All 
he Patriarchs and Prophets give Teſtimony 

to this Rock; to him that is the Rock of Ages, 

11 and is that great Mountain that ſhall fill the 

t whole Earth: He that ſhall only Reign, and 

a mal be all in all, whoſe Kingdom alone ſhall 


a 1s ſet forth by all Creatures, by all Types, 


. 
7 


1 Cor „10. | 
4. 


Heb. 1. 2. | 


( 22 -v p 
no attaining theſe high and fat things but i. in 
the Lord's Mountain; 'tis not Man's Mounld 
rain, nor Man's fat things can feaſt us wit 
theſe things: but this Man ſhall be fed and ſhalf 
have the Yail rent from the top to the bottom 
The Covering, that is, the Covering of the Vai 
of all Nations, that is more or leſs upon ever 
Man: But it is he only in whom Man's glorif 

1 ous Temple is deſtroyed, and all of Man' 

Mat. 24. building laid flat, and not 4 Stone left upon 
2. Stone, that is not thrown down. 

That we may come and make ſome uſe of all 

. we have ſaid, and apply it to our ſelves. 

Uſe I. This diſcovers, that all things that Chriſt 

will make uſe of in his Church, muſt be mate 1 

rials of his own, from himſelf, of his own pro- 

viding; whatever it be that Man provides, | 

that Men hew out by their own Wiſdom, or 

Power, and frame never ſuch curious Images 

they are all Abominable, all muſt be De. 

ſtroy'd, broke to Pieces, blown away, made 

nothing: All fat things are only to be had in 

this Mountain: There is no deſtroy ing the Vail 

of the Covering of all Nations, no bringing Man} 

to ſee his own Miſery, his own Hell, his own} 

Darkneſs, but here; no ſhewing Man the ex- 

cellency of the Riches and Glory of Chriſt, 

but here; no true Feaſt, but here; all other : 

| Feaſts are but Death and Poyſon. Whatever 

— Feaſt Man provides, or feeds, or feaſts him. 

ſelf withal, or takes content in, he feeds him- 

ſelf with lies, he is but as an hungry Man ſtill, 

bf that dreams he eats, and when he awakes he is“ 

1 Lal. 29. 8. empty; But this Feaſt of fat things, and Mint 

on the lees, and far things full of Ae and 

Wine « an the lees well repos, is only prepared | 

and) 


OE | 


1 
I 
4 
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: and given unto us by Jeſus Chriſt; Man natu- 
ally feeds upon nothing but sin and Miſery, 
and Hell and Damnation; and theſe are ſweet 
to him: Why? Becauſe there is a Vail upon 
them, the Covering of all Nations; ſome things, 
more or leſs excellent, ſome Goodneſs, ſome 
Righteouſneſs, fome Holineſs, ſome Duties, 
Wome Reformation, ſome Forms, ſome Sha« .. 
dows; and theſe are the Covering, by reaſon 
| Jof which he neither ſces nor taſtes Death, nor 
Hell nor Deſtruction. In Chriſt there is all 
f all Life, all Reſt, all Peace, all diſcovery of good 
ehungs; but if Man remain in himſelf, and 
rifg$dwell in his own Mountain, there is all Da K- 
ates neſs, and all Deformity, nothing but Death, 
ro. Trouble, Briars, Thorns ; but it never ap- 
des Pears fo, till the Vail be taken away; till 
ol then, Man is never ſtript of himſelf, never 
turned outward, but all is under chis Cover- 
ing; and while fo, he Bleſſes himſelf, and ſaith, 
1 am ſafe, all is well, there is no Death nor 
in Hell can come near me, I ama Reform'd Man, 
i walk exactly, I preſs after the ſtricteſt Rules 
3 z of the Word, I am under the pureſt Ordinan- 
ces. Here now, Man Ears Death, and taſtes of 
= | the forbidden tree, and the Tree is ſweet to him, Gen. 3. 6. 


ſt, and to be deſired. 
er} But now when Chriſt comes into the Soul 


er really, all theſe Thoughts are Curſed, Dam 
ned, thrown to Hell, and the Man becomes 

4 Vile, Abominable in his own Sight: Inſtead 

of ſeeing himſelf an Heir of Glory, as befo 

his thoughts are clean altered; the Fail, the 

Covering is removed, and he now ſees himſelf an 

{ Heir of Hell, a poor deluded undone Creature: 

d. He fees T H E ASSE, the Fleſh, muſt not 

dN B 4 80 


* 
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go up into the Mountain with Abraham, but 
muſt be left below; let that bear the burden, 
as fit and meet it ſhould, let it bear the Wrath 
of God, it muſt be Deſtroy ed, it muſt be Con- 
demned, it muſt go to Hell: All the glory of 
Man, all the excellency of Nature, all the 
holineſs of Man, the wiſdom of Man, all muſt} 
be left below with the Aſs, the Fleſh, at the 
bottom of the hill, and there muſt be a going 
out of our ſelves, a loſt ing of our ſelves, that 
we may go up to the Mountain, and there be 
feaſted, and there ſee Viſions, there ſee 
Strength, there ſee Glory, there ſee Power, | 
there ſee Riches, Kighteouſueſs, and all good 
18 things; then Man ſhall ſce how he called Evil, 
Þ * Good, and Good, Evil; Darkneſs, Light and Light, 
I D has; there he ſhall be fealted with all 

| Pro. 9. 2. delights, there he ſhall ſee how Viſdom hath F 
furniſhed her Table, there the ſcales are remo- 
ved; here he beholds Jacob's Ladder, here is 
the Valley of Achor, here he enjoys his Hopes, 
here he ſees Viſions, and the third Heavens | 
opened, and here he feeds upon the hidden 
Manna, &c 

But know this, that all theſe things are not 
done at once, but by degrees; as Man leaves 
the Aſs behind, ſo he aſcends the Mountain: 
As Man goes out of himſclf, ſo he enjoys Jeſus 
Chriſt, and is made one with him; as Man is 
made nothing, ſo Chriſt comes to be made 
all; Man becomes all in Chriſt, and nothing 
in himſelf : So far as Man utterly denies bim- 
ſelf, ſo far he eats of theſe fat things; when F 
he ſees himſelf oppreſſed with Sin, or Wrath, 
or Hell, he preſently runs to this Mountain; 
whea he is parched with drought, he ruas his 1 

this 
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th this Rock, to this fountain of living waters; be- Jer. 17. 
1, low in the Valley, in himſelf, he can find no 13 | 
hf comfort, nothing but Wrath, and Death, 
>.fand Darkneſs, and Deſtruction, there is no- 
if {thing but the bottomleſs Pic, there's nothing 
jelbut Madaeſs and Folly, nothing but Lies and 
ſt Vanity; there's nothing but Fears and Frights, 
\e Horrors and Amazements, and the ſmoak of the Rev. 9.2%» |} 
Je bottomleſs Pit: He now cries out, Wo is me! did ", 
14 l ſo much delude my ſelf, to thick my ſelf to be 
e Wiſe, Holy, Cc. whenas there was nothing 
e but Folly, and an infiniteneſs of Madneſs! And 
r, now he ſees that there is in him Antichriſt 
d indeed, the beaſt with ſeven Heads and ten 
, Horns, and himſelf bearing the Mark and l- 
t, mage of the Beaſt. ; 
118 And all this the Soul ſees by Faith, - for 
;þ Faith is the Souls Eye: When Faith goes up 
5. from its ſelf, and looks upon Jeſus Chriſt, 
is There it ſees all Riches, all Glory, all Wis 
s, flom, all Unchangeableneſs, all Purity, all Life, 
8 þll Reſt, all in all; in a word, it fees him to 
pe Unutterable, Unſpeakable, and in him 
hings not able to be uttered, not fit to be 
ttered, but only to ſuch as are admitted into 
he ſame condition, for others cannot com- 
rehend theſe words, they are Paradoxes and 
Riddles: They ſee themſelves to be nothing 
dut Sin and Horrour, and there is the bottom, 
or the foot of Jacob's Ladder; and they fee 
lſo Jeſus. Chriſt with all his Riches, Glory, 
Power, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, there is the 
op of the Ladder: Theſe things are only to 
b, be ſeen in this Mountain. 
1; | When Saints by Faith look down into what 
to hey are in chemſelves, they ſee there is a 
is bottom - 
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o. 10. neſs of Darkneſs, Darkneſs that may be felt, 
and they ſee the Smoak covers the face of the 


21. 
U 
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ae. 


(26). 


bottomleſs pit of Smoak and = Black- 


whole Earth: there he ſees, in this Valiey, ſuch 


a bottomleſs depth of Sit! and Miſery, that heff 
is aſhamed of himſelf, and aſhamed that others 


ſhould ſee him to be > 


Now while the Vail is untaken away, all 

the endeavour, all the wit, all the power off 

the natural Man, is, to keep on this Covering, 
to keep it from being rent: he would by no 


means have it removed, he would upon no 


terms ſee himſelf as he is; to ſee himſelf un- 


done, to be nothing but Emptineſs and Mi- 
ſery, this kindles the fire of Hell in m_ 


What! He that thought bimſelf ſo Holy, 


Oh now, by all means, he would cover and 
Hide this monſtrous Image from himſelf, and 


full of Goodneſs; now to ſee himſelf to 44 8 


far deluded as to be all Sin, and all Darkneſs 


and all Hell: He that thought himſelf to be! 


lover of God, and a lover of Righteouſneſs 


to be no other but a hater of God, and a hater} 


of true Holineſs, and a hater of the Truth! 


Others: he would not for all the World ſet 
himſelf, nor have others ſee him thus Vile, 


and thus Miſerable; but the contrary, to ad 
mire himſelf, to magnifie himſelf, as Good 


Excellent and Holy; but when Jeſus Chri 
comes, he will in deſpight of all Man's WI 
dom and Cunning, and Power, diſcover him t 
himſelf; he ſhallf whether he will or no, be 
hold his own Shape, ſee himſelf in his ow 
Colours: Then he cries out, 05 miſerable 25. 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me? Lord help m 


1 am undone, I am a Man of * Lips; ai 
wit 


* 


felt, 
the 
uch 
: he 


lers 


all 
* 0 
ing, 

no 

no 
un- 
Mi- 
im: 
ö {{ 
e 10 
els, 
be al 


eſs, 


neſs; 


(27) 
with Peter, Lord help, or I periſh, I ſhall fink for 
ever into this vortounleſy Gulf, from whence 
there is no Redemption. 

He ſees now the Vail rent, and himſelf loſt 
for ever: And that ſuch is the bottomleſneſs 
of this Gulf that he is in, that nothing can 
redeem him thence, but only the blood of 
Chriſt; no hand can help him, but only the 
infinite bottomleſs Mercy of the Son of God. 
He ſees now nothing in Heaven or Earth, no 
Righteouſneſs of Men or Angels could ſuffice 
for his Ranſom, but Jeſus Chriſt alone; che 
Son of God himſelf, muſt lay down his Life 
to redeem him out of the nethermoſt Hell: 
Now Chriſt revealing this to him, he hereby 
aſcends up into this Mountain, and there he 
Feaſts, and there he hath all his Wiſdom, all 


his Power, all his Life, all his Meat, all his Jer. 17. 
living Waters : 


| Here, he now hath all his 13. 
Teachings; he now ſees Chriſt's Mountain ex- 
alted upon the top of all Mountains, above the 

| top of all Man's Mountains of Wiſdom, Power, 
Holineſs, &c. Though they have been raiſed in 


Man's eſteem never ſo high, and eſteemed as 


the Mountains of the Lord; be ſees his Know- 
I ledge now meer Folly z his Wiſdom, Dark- 
his Righteouſneſs, Sin; his Power, 
Weakneſs; his Glory, Shame; his Heaven, 
Hell: This he fees in himſelf, and be can 
ſee nothing elſe but this Miſery and this 
Blindneſs upon the face of the whole Earth; 

every Man is under this Darkneſs, is under 
this Covering, the face of the Covering of all 
ations. 


_ Chriſt went up to the Mountain and raught Mat. 5. 


th $5.5 The truth is, this is that Mountain = i 


Where 


«YI 


F 
+4 
_ 
1 


( 28 ) | | 
| where Chriſt alone Teacheth : An other 
1 Teachings are Folly and Ignorance 'til we 
| | hear the word at his Mouth: Here in this 
| Mountain the Soul bebolds Viſions, and re- 


| 


— i 


1 ceives the manifeſtations of Chriſt, and the r 
1 myſteries of the Kingdom; here it "ſees from c 
3 the bottom to the top of Jacob's Ladder: Ir 
W | Mat. 24. Here he ſees the Abomination of Deſolation ſpoken 
„ by Daniel the Prophet, that had it not been f 
 _ for the Love of Chriſt, the meer Power and 
1 Hand of Cbriſt, he had been gone for ever, 
"Wo loſt for ever, ſwallowed up iu a myſtery of 
bY Iniquity; but when Chriſt brings him into I 
1 this Mount, then he ſees himſelf eſcaped, then 
IH he ſees Sodom and Gomorrah all on a Flame, all t 
. Self apd Fleſh, and all Man's Wiſdom and t 
3 Righteonſneſs durnt up, and the ſmoak there- 
1 of aſcend as the ſmoak of a Furnace: And 
Sen. 22. then he can lay experimentally, Jehovajireth; 
i In the Mount of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen. 1 
"fi Saints can teſtifie of theſe things, becauſe 


1 


they have ſcen and felt them done in them- 
John 1. ſelves, and 'tis that which their hands have hand- 
N led of the word of Life: They can give Teſtimo- 
ny to the Wiſdom of Chriſt, to the Power of 
Chriſt, to the Righteouſueſs of Chriſt, to the 
Everlaſting and Une preſſible Goodneſs of 
Chriſt, as it is expreſſed and put forth in their 
Hearts; they can give no Teſtimony of ts 
of any Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Power, Cc. 
themſelves, but they know Chriſt to be all i 5 "4 
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[7 all: He ſees Man, and bimſelf, and all things #* 
1 of Man to be nothing but a pit of Darkneſs, Þ 
t a Inmp of Sin, a gulph of Miſery, without P 
bs the leaſt Wiſdom, Goodneſs or Power; but 
. whatever i is Good or Strong, or Holy in him, i 


— 


\ 
\ © 
i 
| 


her tis not himſelf, tis not of Man, but of and 
wel from Chriit alone: He ſees experimentally, 
his that he hath (as of himſelf) no power, no 
re- Strength to reſiſt Sin, no Repentance, no 
the mind to hate or teſiſt the leaſt Sin, but tne 
contrary; He finds a Curſed, Helliſh, Dam- 


12 ang | | 4 
r: Ined, Unbelieving Heart, ja of Evil, and that Gen. 6. 3. 
ontinually ;, a Heart, inſtead of loving God, it i 


fights agaialt God; iuſtead of doing good co 
is Neighbour really, he ſeek not his good, 
but his own ends in all he doth; that he dotn 
nothing at all for God, but himſelf is his ſu- 
pream and ultimate end: So that his higheſt 
band beſt Actions are Loathſom, Defiled, A- 
bominable. Now the Soul ſeeing thele things 
o be really thus, thea all his Strong, High, 
and Towering Conceits fall down before the 
Wight, Wiſdom, Power and Excellency of 
. Chriſt: Anc he ſees that there is none of all 
&heſe through all che whole Earth, but in Chriſt 
alone; no Wiſdom at all but his, no Power at 
all but his, no Righteouſneſs at all but his, | 
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and no Creature to receive any Glory but him 

alone: Then he falls down, and cries out, O Rom. 7. 

wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 24. 
om that Body of Death? Who ſhall deliver 5 
e from this bottomleſs Gulph? Who ſhall I 

deliver me from this monſtrous Fiend, my own k 


elt? He now fees the Locuſts of the bottoms Ibid. 9. 3. 
leſs Pit, covering the face of the whole Earth : 
Every one ruaning after his own Ways, and 
ollowing his own Laws; every Man ſetting 
up new Gods; every Man ſetting up the Image 
df his Imagery, and the Abomination of De- 
olation in himſelf; every Man making himſelf 
ils own God, and ſeeking to be ſomething, 

. and 
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and making the Eternal Glorious God to bi 
an Idol and nothing: He fees himſelf, with! 
the whole Earth beſides, ſaying, with the buil 
Sen. 11. ders of Babel. Go to, let us build us a Tower an 
4. a City, whoſe top may reach up to Heaven, tha 
we may not be ſcattered and deſtroyed; they 
will fave and deliver themſelves from Hell, 
Wrath and DeſtruQion, by their own Power! 
by their own Wiſdom, by their own Inven 
tions, by the Brick, Slime, and Morter that 
they have made: Now the Lord looking dow 
from Heaven, to ſee what the Children offi 
Men are doing, and he in himſelf ſees how 
God hath ſaid, Let us go down and confound theinſ 
Language: God in them hath_diſcovered the 
Evilneſs of their Ways, the Evil of Self-ſeek4 
ing, Self-glory, of their Self-wiſdom, Self, 
power, Self- righteouſneſs; and they in whom 
or to whom the Lord diſcovers theſe things 
all this contrivance, and all this work in then 
is made BABEL, Confuſion, a heap of Lies 
*tis all Deceit, Deſtruction and Miſery : Bu 
in Jeſus Chriſt he hath Righteouſneſs indeed 
Life indeed, Power indeed, Heaven indeed 
And then he can add, and ſay with the Apo 
4 Cor. 15. ſtle, Thanks be unto God, who hath given us Viet 
34, 55. 5 through Jeſus Chriſt: O Death, where is th 
Sting? O Grave, where is thy Vi ;Gory ? then hat 
this Corruptible, in him, pur on Incorruption ; an 
this Mortal put on Immortality; and then ib broug] 
to paſs, in him, the ſaying, as it is Written, * : 
is ſwallowed up in Victory. 

Herein the Saints find Jeſus Chriſt to | 
their Joy, to be their Feaſt, to be their mou 
tain, to be their Glory, to be their Alt. : 
this Mountain they find and receive all 2a 
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beood things, and are fully ſatisfled, and that they 
ithipre to be had no where elſe; if they look any 
lil here elſe, they know there is nothing but Sin, 
Corruption, Death, Hell, Mortality and the 
hal Brave. And they having found this Mountain, 
heyſthey find themſelves eſcaped, delivered from all 


ell thoſe things: And now they fit down with Abraham, Matt. 8. 
er W/aac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven : They 11. 


en. Have found Abraham's beſom; they have found 
he Tree of Life in the midſt of the Paradiſe of 


Have received the White-Stone, with a New Name, 
Av hich none can know but ſuch as receive it. They 
Mee themſelves delivered; Ay, and are at reſt 
kMrom themſelves. They ſee their own Wiſ- 
om, their own Power, their own Holineſs 
lo be, as it is, nothing but Sin, and Hell, and 
iſery, and a Deluſion: And this they re- 
pyce in, to ſee this Pharaoh overwhelmed in 
the Sea; this makes themſelves ſing the Song 
If Moſes and the Lamb, and to ſee all this to 
Se done, not by their own Power, nor by 
their Wiſdom, nor by their Watchfulneſs, 
or by any Endeavours of theirs; but that the 
hole work, in every part of it, was Chriſt's 


the greatneſs of his Strength; none aſſiſted him, 
Man ſtood by him, but he alone made bare 
Sis own Arm, that ſo he might have all the 
Slory: Theſe things ſeen and accompliſhed 
1 themſelves, is their Feaſt of Fat things, 
eir Wine on the Lees, their keeping the 
abbath, their Day of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
_ "[Þving. They have none to Praiſe, nor to ſpeak 
ell of, but him alone: They find * 

N alone 


od; they have found the Hidden Manna; they Rev. 3. 


None, That tis he alone that is mighty to ſave, Iſai. 63. 
& that is alſo glorious in Apparel, and T1 ravelling 1, 2. 
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alone was their Deliverer, and he was their} 
Captain, and their Conquerer; that he alone] 
was their Leader, their Guide, their Tea- 
cher: And that all Teachers were but Dela. 
ders, Soothſayers,- Lyars and Dicei vers, but only, 
him: They can call no Man Maſter and Father 
upon Earth, for one is their Maſter and Father, 
which is Chriſt alone: As Paul ſaith, he re. 
ceived not his Goſpel of Man, or by Man, but by®: 
the Revelation of 'Gelis Chrift - So they receivey, 
not their Power, nor their Wiſdom, nor their“ 
Teaching of, or from Man, but only by, and} 
and from Jeſus Chriſt alone. F 

Then alſo, in the next place, let us farther; 
make this Uſe of this Point, to take notice of; 
the Miſery and deſperate Condition of all 
Men by Nature; what a deluge of Deſtruction 
is upon them, becauſe of the face of the Covering c 
of all People; becauſe they ſeek Help, and 
Strength, and Riches, and 9 an 1 Wil 


tain; becauſe they find Strength, and Wil.) 12 
dom, and Reſt, and Rejoycing, and —.— 
in their own Mountains: And the more cone 


the Kingdom of Heaven; when Men look a 
upon themſelves, as being Strict, or Holy m moreſla 
than others, becauſe they are under ſuch : anden 
ſuch Forms, ſuch Rules, and are ſo l 


Mere Solace and Feaſt themſelves, and Cry. 1 
Lo here is Chriſt, and there i. Coriſt, in this} 
Form, or that Fellowſhip, and think therefore» 


Gs 8 are in a ſafe Condition; but ic will go te 2 
With 


4 8 


CTY 


eit with all others, Stand farther off, 1 am Ho- Tha. 65. 5 


nel /;er then thou: The dangerouſneſs of theſe 
ea- Mens condicion, l ſay, you may diſcover from 
la- the preſent point, when they make any other 
aly$ thing their Rock, or their Mountain, but Chriſt 
her alone; when they think they can Guide them- 
er, ſelves, Provide for themſelves, Teach them- 
re. ſelves, theſe are in a very miſerable Condition, 


; by theſe are thoſe of which Chriſt ſaith, Go net Luke 17. 
ive fer them, for they are Deceivers and Delu- 20. 


eirſders: for the Kingdem of God cometh not with Ob- 
ind, ſervation, as they ſay, by obſerving this Rule 

and this Form, or that Fellowſhip, or any way 
ner that Man hath found out to cover himſelf with- 
 offfal. All theſe are but Fig-leaves, which will not 
all bear out the Wrath of God, theſe are but 


ion Mens Coverings, which cover themſelves with a Ila. 28.20. 


covering (as they think) from all Evil and 
ind Wrath, but tis not the Lord's Spirit: The Bed 
iſ- is roo Bꝰhad, and the Covering is Narrow, it will 
un- not defend them from the Lord's fierce Wrath: 


u. Lord) in the fire that they have kindled, and in 
iſ-Bthe ſparks that they have gathered 1:gether: And 
theßfor all their Forms, and Prayers, and Duties, 
omg and Ordinances, and Holineſſes, and Waſhings, 
ook and Baptizings, and receiving the Sacraments, 
orefand the like, yet this is that they ſhall receive at 
and ny hand, They. ſhall lie down in Sorrow For 
for- when you did e theſe things, did you them ar 
wall unto me, ana notaunto your ſelves? Did you at 
all Faſt unto me? Though ye pretended co ſeek 
me Early, and ts ſeek me Daily, and did delight 
forefiro know my Ways, 45 a Nation that did Righteouſ- 
> illhneſe, and as if they frſook not (in the leaſt) the 
vithy C | Or di- 


{Theſe are they that have kindled 4 Fire to warm 11;4, <0. 
themſelves at, but they ſhall lie down (ſaith the 11. 
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(34) 
Ordinances of their God, and take delight inf - 
Approaching to God : Yet for all this, ſaith the 
Lord to the Prophets, Cry aloud, life up your! 
Voicts like a Trumpet, and ſhew my People their t 
Tranſgreſſiom, and the Houſe of Ifrael their Sins: 
All thele things will not deliver thee fromſſt 
Wrath, but hou (rather than any other) ſhalt 
lie down in Sorrow and Publicans and Harlots (for| 
2 your Holineſs and Strianeſs) ſhall enter into ft 
re Ning dem of Heaven before you : And it ſhall 0 
be caſter with Tyre and Sydon in the Day of Judg 
ment, than for theſe, that have done thele and N 
theſe things in his Name; yet for all this will 
Chriſt lay, Depart from me, 1 know ye not, yl 
workers of Iniquity : There was nothing but Ini. 
quity ia your Kighteouſneſs, in all your Duties, 
ia all your Forms and Profeſſions: Vou, or all o- 
thers, I will net know : You, of all others, depart? 


—.— 


From me: You, of all others, are workers of Ini. 


quity: You, above all, ſhall lie down in Sorromi p. 
and in the ſnarks ha you bave kindled: YouF ) 
thought your ſelves Better than others, Holie P- 
than others; when you are indeed and in truth 
the Vileſt and Worſt of all others. Therefore 
moſt Deſperate and moſt Miſerable are theſe h 
above all, in as much as they thought them? Fh 
ſelves betore all: When they think, becauſe ofF'© 
their Holineſs, becauſe of their Conformity h. 


becauſe of their Moderation, becauſe of theit} y 
Abſtinence, becauſe of their Meekneſs, becauſe? 


of their Gravity, therefore they are Better thall ; 


others; here is the great and unſpeakable DeF 
Ivfion of their own Hearts; For Grace and trug 
Religion, never Teacheth any Man to think 
Highly of himſelf: But to think Highly of je : 


dus Chriſt; Grace Debaſeth Man more ant 


more 


C74 


ja more; and brings him to ſee the Bottomleſs 
he Deceit and Deluſion of his own Heart: le 
our Teacheth Mei not to think Better and Better of 
heir themſel ves, but Worſe and Worſe; and makes 


1; Men not to deſire Praile, or high Eſteem from o- 
om thers; but it would have Chriſt to have all the 
al Glory and Praiſe, and it ſelf to be Leſs and 
for Leſs, and Worſe and Worſe in its own Eſteem; 
„ for the more Grace, the more Light; which 
yal diſcovers more and more the infinite and bot- 
4%. tomleſs Vileneſs and Deluſion of their own 
ind Natures. | 


vill Beloved, this is the true Teaching, which 


comes only and alone from Jeſus Chriſt: Man's 


ni. Teaching can never bring this about; but this 
ies Teaching and Learning is from the Father, 


From Heaven: Men learn this Leſſon only in 


Ini 

on but an Infiniteneſs of Sin and Miſery. Let eve- 
701Fy one therefore examine himſelf by this Rule, 
lier and lay it cloſe to his own Heart: if he Feeds 
th. himſelf, or Glorys, or Feaſts himſelf with any 
re other thing than this, that he is brought to 


eſe nothing: That God alone may in him, and in 
Tie whole Earth be all in all: Let him be ſure 


nd this One Maſter, but his Teaching is enly 
y the Precepts of Men. And *till a Man be come 


thinks of himſelf, and whatever acquired Parts 
dr Holineſs he hath, and though ke be never ſo 
uch Admired by others, he feeds but on the 
Wiſdom of the Fleſh, and lives and depends on 
That the World Adores for their Gods, either 
Pa the External Luſts and Pleaſures of the 
- WI Worid, 


an the School of Chriſt; there God is made ſome- John 6. 
ching, and indeed all in all, and Man is nothing 45. 


e hath not hs Teaching from this One Father, Iſa. 29. 13. 


to know this in Experience, whatever he 


(36 
World, or elſe on Silver and Gold, Riches and 
I Honour, Lands or Preferments, &c. Which 
cannot Profi a Man in the Day of Wrath. Or elle 
they feed upon their own Righteouſueſs, their 


and it may be conceive that their Obedience is 


and all things of Man; 5) this is the Happy Soul, 


Witt their truſt in the Arm of Fleſh, and are departed! 
WE Jr. 2. 13. from the Fountain of Life, from the Living God, 
| and therefore are not, nor cannot be bleſſed, 
but are thoſe that are Curſed. 

Note Therefore we would that ye ſhould take ſpel 
UE theſe two cial notice of theſe two things: Firſt, what 
cis. this Curſed diſpoſition in Man is, what the Vail 
1 Jam. * is wherewith he ſo deludes and deceives him4 
Is the Vailis ſelf: And Secondly, how this Vail is removed! 
| Gen. 3. C. Firſt, what ic is; It is that Earthly, Senſual, and 
Deviliſh W iſdom in the Hearts of the Sons 0 
Men, perſwading them to be that which the) 

are 


own Duties, on their leaving this Sin, or that, 
Sin, or (as they ſuppoſe) all Sin, all groſs Sin, 


according to the Rule and Mind of Chriſt, con- 
forming ſtrictly to the Higheſt and perfecteſt | 
Forms and Fellowſhips; and reſting in this, 
they feed upon Husks and Vanity, and delude 
Am their poor Souls; as the Prodigal, He would 
roc 1; Jain have filled his Belh with the Huss, but no Mail 
186. gave unto him : None of all theſe things can 
. = ſatisfie; they will not deliver, nor keep off the 
Wrath of God; they will prove no Covering, 
no Shelter at all, but the Wrath of God will} 
break in upon them, and make them appear 
Wretched and Miſerable, Vile, Naked and A- 
bominable. And that Soul that is brought to 
this, to be ſtript of all its Garments, and made 
Naked, and Loſt, and Undone (as to it ſelf, 


the Bleſſed Soul. The other, all others pui 


2 
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are not: That they are Holy, and Juſt, and 
Good: That they have Goodneſs, and Holineſs, 


and Wiſdom, and Power, &c. And if they im- 
prove theſe (ſay they, as they may) they may 


bring themſelves into a happy and a fate Con- 
dition, and conclude that they can forſake Sin, 


and they can be Righteous and Holy: This is 


that Deviliſn Wiſdom that the Devil infuſed 
into Adam u his Fall: This was and is bis Eat- 
ing the forbidden Fruit: When God had Created 
him dependant upon himſelf for all his Power, 
EL Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Holineſs, he fell from this 
condition, to have a dependance upon himſelf 
and on the Creaturely Being, on his own Wiſe 
dom and Holineſs, &c. To have a Power in 

* himſelf: And thus he departed from the Foun- 
tain of all Good, to ſeek a Happineſs in him= 
ſelf, in his own Nothingneſs; and thus he be- 
came Loſt, Curſed and Miſerable : This is 
STHE VAIL, The Covering, the Deceit 


de that is upon all Fleſh, The Vail of the Covering of 


all Nations. And it alled a Covering, be- 
7 cauſe it hides and keeps away the Light, that ſo 
Man cannot ſee himſelf as he is, Curſed, and 
q Helliſh, and infinitely Miſerable. Now this 
od Vail will not ſuffer the Light to come upon him, 
to ſee himſelf as he is; becauſe Man by all 


means and ways labours to maintain a good O- 


3 pinion of himſelf, and for others to have the 
2 ſame, and would by no means ſee himſelf Loſt 
ail and Undone ; this Vail hides that Darkneſs and 
im- gulf of Sin that is in him, and tells him that 
ed it 1s not ſo nor ſo with him; but he is Holy and 

KRighteous, and hath Wifdom and Power, and 
the like: This is the Vail that is upon the Heart, 
# which muſt be Rent, if ever Man come to be 


GT Happy; 


* — 
Happy; if ever he hopes to feaſt in this Moun- 
tain of fat thing s. Vou know we uſe /. ails, that 
the defects and deformity of things may not ap- 
Pear: And ſo Man doth by his own Heart; he 
would by no means ſee the Uglineſs, the Mon- 
ſterous deformity thereof, he would by no 
means once think that Hell and the bottomleſs 
Pit is in him; he would by no means ſee the 
ſmoak of that bottomleſs Pit ariſe out of his | 
_ own heart: But *tis certain, though Men hide | 
this from their ſight and Beholding; yet all | 
I" Men have covered themſelves with this Yail, | 
#1 1 Cor. 15. and 'tis the covering of all Nations; In Adam alt | 
| die: Not a Man upon the face of the Earth, but 
all have eaten of this forbidden tree: and becauſe | 
we have eaten, all the endeavour of Man now | 
is to keep away the ſight of Guilt; he would | 
| 4 nat ſee his Deformity, his loſt Condition; but 
4: Sen. 3. 8. with Adam, he runs among the Buſhes and hides | F 
4 himſelt among the Trees from the preſence of the \ 
Lord; he labours to keep away the Light, that 
he may not ſee his own Blackneſs and Defor- 
mity. What ſays he, Have I no Wiſdom, no 3 
Power, no Holineſs, no Love, no Faith, no F 
c 
C 
L 
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22. 
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power to Repent, no ability to any good thing? 
This he cannot endure to hear of, this he runs N 
away from, as from Death and the Devil; this 1 
cuts him to the very Heart. Therefore all his 
endeavour is, to keep this Vail whole, that it | 
may ſtill remain: Thus he remains under the | 
Old Teſt ament, and the Vail is Unrent, and 1s 
: * ig 3* ſtill upon the Heart. But in the Day that the Soul | 
pl turns to the Lord, it is content to ſee and acknow- 
| ledge its own Miſery, its own Darkneſs; then t. 
\ ol. 13.8. 15 the Caul of his Heart Rent, then is Hell laid fo 
| open iu him, and the bottomleſs Gulf een. in BY 

Im- 
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himſelf: And that Hell Men ſo much talk of, he 
ſees to be really in himſelf, and that himſelf is 
the very Image of the Devil. | 

Secondly, Take notice how this Vail comes Secondly, 
to be removed and taken away, How the 
Now this Vail is only rent and done away by * 5 
Jeſus Chriſt: Not all the Power, nor all the — A 
Art of the Sons of Men, is ever able to remove and g. 1. 
this Covering; there is none to be found in 
Heaven or Earth to open the ſeven Seals but only 
he, Jeſus Chriſt alone hath the Key of the bottom- 
! leſs Pit: None can Unlock this Helliſh Heart of 
Man but himſelf; his Heart is the bottomleſs Pit, 
and the Devil is the Keeper : And till Chriſt 
{ himſelf come and Unlock and open this Gulf, 
and remove the Devil, *cis not all the endea- 
vours of the Sons of Men can bind this Strong Man, Mat. 12. 


nor open the foul and dark Heart of Man; but 29. 


all their ſtudy, and all their endeavours are to 
ſtrengthen this Vail, to make it thicker, that 


they may not ſee the Horrible Pit: Man runs to 


this thing and t'other thing, and all is to keep 
from his ſight the knowledge of himſelf; either I 
7 ſay to the Cares of the World, or the Pleaſures, 


or the Riches and Contents therepf, that if it 


once begin to be opened, and he ſees the ſmoak 


1 thereof begin to aſcend, he ſtrives by all means 
Is to cover it cloſe again; he Choaks theſe 


Thoughts, that the Worm that never dieth may not Mark 9. 


*|; gnaw within him, and to quench the Fire which 44. 


can never be quenched but only the Blood of the 
Son of God; or elſe I ſay, when Men are ſtill 


V- || dogg'd with the thoughts of Hell, and theſe 
-N things will not be a ſufficient Covering, they 
id | ſeek out farther, and get a Covening of their 


in own deviſing; they get co this Duty, and to 
oy | NI, that 
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that Form, and change from better to * 
(as they think) and from one degree of Holi 
nels (as they conceive) to another, and there 
by get an opinion that they are Children « 
God, and Heirs of Heaven, and therefore the 
are ſafe, and all is well with them; and they 
think they do all this in conformity 0 the Mind 
and Will of God, when it is meer ly to hide ant 
cover themſelves from their own beholding 
and that they may behold themſelves Holy, and 
Wiſe, and Gracious, and Happy: Now | ſay 
the work of Chriſt is to diſcover all this to be 
2 Deluſion and a Lie, and to let him ſee that hi 
is a Curſed, Helliſh, Damned, Undone Miſer 
able Creature, and no good in him at all: And 
to let him fee that Chriſt Jeſus alone is the on 


Keb. 2. Ordinance appointed of the Father to bring m 


10. 


Sons unte Glory, and that there is nothing an Or 
dlinance but Chriſt alone; and in vain do Met 
talk and keep ſuch a ſtir about Ordinances, ex 


| | | Ads n 10. cept Chrift be the Power of every Ordinance: H 


2. and.5. js ordained of the Father to be Judge of Quis 
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and Dead; he is alſo ordained to give Repentanc 
and Emrgiveneſ; of Sins: What can an Ordinan 
do if he b not the Ordinance, if he be not thi 
Power and Virtue of all Ordinances ? Tis hi 
alone is ordained to be the only Teacher, an 


Mat, 23. Maſter, and Father; and therefore call no Ma 
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Father nor Maſter, nor no External Ordinance 
Gude, but only as he is in it: And therefore 
that is in it ſelf Empty and Dead; and what 


John 15. ever Acts not in this one Ordinance Jeſvs Chril 


the Son of the Father, without whom ye can do nothin| 
it be, it is no other but a De 


Lie. 2 bel M 59 


